


The University of Naples 
Federico II

ÅThe University of Naples Federico II is one of the oldest university to 
be founded by a head of State while other educational institutions by 
and large were a product of corporate initiatives.
ÅOn June 5, we commemorated the 800th anniversary of the Federico 

II University . On that day in 1224 Emperor Federico II established our 
university with an edict issued from Syracuse and marked with a seal 
that still represents its symbol today.
ÅFor 800 years, our secular and generalist university , starting from 

the heart of ancient Nea-polis, has been dedicated to the education 
of young minds through research and educational activities. 
ÅAs one of the oldest state universities in the world, it first carried out 

its mission within the kingdom and later at a national level, always 
with an eye looking towards internationalization .
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The University of Naples 
ÅThe University has now reached the outskirts of the metropolitan city and its surrounding areas, starting from 

the oldest part of the historic city centre.
ÅInitially, University took place in the convent complexes which are found in abundance throughout the city. In 

recent years, different universities departments have been housed in these buildings, often characterized by 
prestigious cloisters .
ÅFederico II heritage, which is iconic of the changing times and the cultures that have shaped the development 

and progress of the city, stretches from the old town centre to modern districts , from hilly areas to those 
once considered peripheral and now convenient for the whole metropolitan area, to charming tourist 
destinations with a high environmental and scenic value such as Portici , Torre del Greco and Anacapri .
Å[ŸũũŸƽŔŰŊШƣőĲШĦŔƣǃќƚШĲƻŸũƨƣŔŸŰШŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШĦĲŰƣƨƖŔĲƚЯШƣőĲШÖŰŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃШĤũŸƚƚŸůĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШŸũĬĲƚƣШƓċƖƣШŸŉШƣőĲШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũШ

centre, some of its buildings being part of noble palace, convent structures, churches and other places, such 
as Botanical Garden. In second half of the last century, Federico II spread into the area with modern facilities 
in Fuorigrotta, where sits the Department of Engineering, in ~ŸŰƣĲШÉċŰƣќ ŰŊĲũŸ, in Cappella dei Cangiani with 
the Secondo Policlinico , and, also, the more recent units in San Giovanni a Teduccio , which now include the 
Apple Academy and other research Centres.
ÅÑőĲШÖŰŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃШőċƚШŊƖŸƽŰШċũŸŰŊШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШĦŔƣǃќƚШĲǂƓċŰƚŔŸŰШƽőŔũĲШůċŔŰƣċŔŰŔŰŊШƣőĲШĦŸƖĲШŸŉШŔƣƚШċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚШŔŰШƣőĲШŸũĬШ

centre, serving as a fundamental driver of its cultural growth and an institution of identity not only for those 
who were educated here but for the entire community. 3



https://www.800anni.unina.it/virtual-tour/

ÅThe Universitas studiorumconsists of 28 buildings and campuses spread 
throughout the city of Naples and some even outside the city limits.

Å For the celebration of the 800th anniversary (1224-2024) of the University 
of Naples Federico II, a Virtual Tour has been created, which offered 
everyone the opportunity to explore in detail all the places that embody the 
greatness and history of the Frederician University.
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The Greek Walls 

ÅWithin the Federico II central building, which stretches from 
Corso Umberto I up Via Mezzocannonetoward Largo San 
Marcellino, the Athenaeum's medieval structures house 
numerous relics from earlier periods.

ÅThe most distinctive feature is located in one of the inner 
courtyards adjacent to the Scalone della Minerva. Within this 
courtyard, which is part of the Department of Political 
Sciences, a section of the city walls has been preserved as a 
testament to the ĦŔƣǃќƚШ]ƖĲĲťШŸƖŔŊŔŰƚ.
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Napoli  also known as  Partenope 
The city of the mermaid

ÅThe ancient colony is linked to the Homeric 
myth of the Sirens , that is, the three mythical 

winged maidens who committed suicide by 
plunging into the sea after Odysseus had 

survived the spell of their song unscathed.
ÅThe body of siren Parthenope reached the area 

of Phalerusand the river Clanio, whose 
inhabitants immediately welcomed the bird 

goddess and buried her on the islet of 
Megaride (where Castel ĬĲũũќ§ƻŸnow stands) .
ÅIt was then that the cult of Parthenope was 

established and the community that 
workshipped her took her name.

ÅMyth and history thus merge,  with the name of 
the siren defiantly resisting all attempts at 

suppression and replacement with the new 
toponym (gr. Nea-polis,ћƣőĲШŰĲƽШĦŔƣǃќШӂШ ċƓŸũŔьЮ6



Å The Gulf of Salerno, adjacent to 
the Gulf of Naples, lies beyond 
Punta Campanella (in the slide to 
the left of the island of Capri). 
LicosiaќĤŸĬǃ, the second of the 
three Sirens who sought to 
enchant Odysseus, was 
transported here. She gave her 
name to the promontory of Punta 
Licosa, which, together with Punta 
Campanella, encloses the Gulf of 
Salerno.

Å The third Siren, Ligea, reached 
Calabria (where she gave rise to 
the city of Lamezia) and then 
reached Greece. 
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University of Naples Federico II Headquarter
ÅThe secular Neapolitan University, it seems, initially found its home in 

the palace of Pier della Vigna* (notarius at the court of Federico II) 
and was born through an imperial decree aimed at fostering the 
formation of the leadership groups required for state administration, 
making Naples the sole southern city with a university presence, 
aside from the Salerno Medical School.
ÅThe buildings in the central, oldest area of the Federico II University 

start from the main building (where the Rectory is located). This 19th-
century complex, incorporates a section of the ancient Greek walls of 
Neapolis, then extending along Via Mezzocannone. It also includes 
the Botanical Garden on Via Foriaand the 20th-century complexes on 
Via Marina, up to the current Conference Centre on Via Partenope.
ÅThe area includes the Departments of Law and Humanities , 

Political Sciences and Social Sciences .
*Io son colui che tenni ambo le chiavi del cor 
ĬŔЮ[ĲĬĲƖŔŊŸиЮ(Dante, DC, Inf., XIII, 58-63)8



Departments of 
Engineering area at the 

University of Naples 
Federico II

ÅDepartments of Engineering 
area are located in the area of 

Fuorigrotta-Bagnoli.

ÅIt is composed of two 
historical sites, that of 

Piazzale Tecchio and Via 
Claudio, which both became 
operational in the seventies.
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San Giovanni a 
TeduccioCampus

ÅThe Hub decongests the historic site of the 
area of Engineering in Fuorigrotta. 

ÅIt is built in the former Cirio industry area of 
San Giovanni a Teduccio with state-of-the-
art laboratories for environmental analysis, 
virtual reality, sports engineering, testing of 
large structures, classrooms, an 
extraordinary Aula Magna and the first 
European Apple Academy.

ÅJapanese architect Ishimoto's design creates 
a large underground parking lot with a large 
urban park above it, volcanic stone facades 
and modern colorful spots. The historic Cirio 
chimney is used for the air conditioning 
system.
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The Policlinico Campus
ÅThe Azienda Ospedaliera Universitaria 
[ĲĬĲƖŔĦŸШffШŔƚШũŸĦċƣĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШљRione ũƣŸњЯШ
towards the Camaldoli hill.

ÅPoliclinico Campus hosts the single-cycle, 
three -yearЯШůċƚƣĲƖќƚШ?ĲŊƖĲĲШÂƖŸŊƖċůƚЯШ
Specialization Schools, Doctoral and 
Advanced training Courses in the medical , 
pharmaceutical and biotechnological 
areas, supporting the ongoing education of 
healthcare professionals and researchers.
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The Scampia
university Campus

ÅThe Scampiauniversity Campus is 
dedicated to healthcare profession 
Degree Programs.

ÅThe objective of the Complex goes 
beyond extending the reach of the 
ƨŰŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃќƚШĦċůƓƨƚĲƚШƣŸШƓĲŸƓũĲШ
coming from the surrounding area. It 
also aims to promote urban and social 
revitalization in an area that has long 
struggled with a negative reputation.
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University of Naples 
"Federico II "- Monte 
Sant'Angelo Complex

ÅThe Complex of Monte 
Sant'Angelo was designed to 
accommodate The Faculty of 
Economics and Sciences.

ÅNow the Complex houses  
Departments of 
mathematical, economic and 
physical Sciences.
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Architecture at 
Palace Orsini di 

Gravina

ÅPalazzo Orsini di Gravina is an 
elegant example of Renaissance 
architecture of Tuscan and 
Roman derivation in Naples. 

ÅSince 1936 it has been the 
headquarters of the Faculty of 
Architecture (now Department ) 
of the University Federico II.
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Humanistic Studies 
in Cloister of 
San Pietro Martire

ÅThe cloister of San Pietro Martire 
is one of the monumental 
cloisters of the city of Naples.

ÅFrom 1961 has been the seat of 
the Faculty of Letters and 
Philosophy (now Department of 
Humanities ) of the Federico II 
University.
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Saints Marcellino 
and Festo 
Cloister

ÅThe Cloister of SS. Marcellino 
and Festo is a monumental 
cloister in Naples, which make 
up part of the homonymous 
religious complex. 

ÅThe internal premises are 
divided between the 
headquarters of the 
Department of Political 
Sciences of the University 
Federico II and that of the 
Museum of Paleontology of 
Naples.
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Federico II Botanical 
Garden

ÅThrough a fascinating 
metamorphosis, the ancient 
concept of the garden evolved in 
Europe, particularly in Italy, giving 
rise in the 16th century to this 
remarkable botanical garden, 
where the enchantment of 
naturalism was transformed into 
science and education.
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The Department of 
Agriculture in the 
Reggia di Portici

ÅThe Reggia of Portici is an historic 
house built by the King Carlo di 
Borboneas the Royal Palace for 
the Bourbon Dynasty of Naples, 
This historic home was built before 
the construction of the most 
majestic, Reggia di Caserta. It is 
located in Portici, at the gates of 
Naples.

ÅNow the Reggia houses the 
Department of Agriculture.
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Veterinary Medicine at 
Frullone

ÅThe new Veterinary School building 
has just opened. 

ÅIt was built at Frullone, near the Wild 
Animal Recovery Center and the 
Hospital for Stray Dogs. 

ÅThe new building has five floors; 
classrooms with the capacity of 
about a hundred seats, some with 
double screens; a library; and study 
spaces for students. Labs and a 
cafeteria are also coming soon.
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